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We find ourselves in the middle of the COVID-19 pandemic, something none of 
us would have expected a few short months ago. 

During March, our teams, with great enthusiasm, had been preparing to deliver 
their Easter programme in schools across Maidstone, Medway and Swale. I 
visited one school where I saw our Swale team deliver one of their first Easter 
Shows – it was fun, engaging and most importantly was helping children 
understand the Easter story. Then the effects of the pandemic really began to 
bite – we had moved from reminding staff and volunteers about the government 
advice on handwashing and so forth, to being told that schools would be closing 
and now we are all in lockdown. 

For The Family Trust and CAST, schools work is our raison d’être, as we look to 
inspire the next generation to explore Christianity. Staff have been working from 
home, but in light of the continued uncertainty we have reluctantly decided to 
suspend all our schools work for the foreseeable future. As you know, this is not 
a decision that we have taken lightly, but as with many charities and businesses 
we are seeking the support being provided by the government. 

Despite the uncertainty the response from all our staff, associates and volunteers 
has been excellent. And as a Christian organisation we look to God and trust in 
Him and believe that through all of this He is working out His purposes. 

We are continuing with our preparations for Chequer Tree Camp. But in this fast 
changing environment we are keeping everything under constant review.

However, in these unexpected and unprecedented times please can we ask you 
to pray:

• Pray for The Family Trust and CAST as we navigate our way through this 
season.

• Pray for our local schools, for headteachers, staff and pupils. Many schools 
remain open helping children whose parents are key workers.

• Pray for vulnerable children whose family circumstances are difficult. 
• Pray for parents as they manage the disruption this period is having on family 

life, uncertainty in work life and having to care for older and vulnerable 
relatives. 

• Pray for our emergency services, particularly those working in the NHS. And 

Unexpected...
for staff in supermarkets.

• Pray for those mourning the loss of loved ones. 
• Pray for the government. Whatever our political hue we are asked to pray for 

governments and those in authority.

As we approach this Easter season we are reminded that we serve an unexpected 
God. Jesus’ followers did not expect Jesus to die, but the result is we can receive 
unexpected and unearned mercy and grace. And certainly no-one expected 
Jesus to rise from the dead, but the resurrection reminds us of the certain hope 
of Christianity. And so in these unexpected times let’s believe God will do some 
unexpected things that remind us again of His grace and mercy.  

With every blessing, Jonathan 



Christians Against Poverty (CAP)
This graph shows the number 
of children that have received 
CAP lessons since we started 
in 2017. As you can see 
these numbers tell a story 
of continued and increased 
interest in the CAP Money 
Awareness courses from 
schools, but behind that are the 
individual stories as well. Here 
are some snippets of feedback 
from the lessons to date:
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We were also invited into one school based on the recommendation of the 
Year 6 son of a class teacher. He had the sessions at a different school in 
Year 5; he said to his dad that the Money Awareness course was ‘really 
good fun and interesting’ and that he should ‘get us in for his school’. We 
are really encouraged that he enjoyed it so much that he wanted other 
children to have the same experience!

The increase in uptake, particularly in Swale schools, is in no small part 
due to Bex Ratchford completing the CAP Money Coach training, which 
means that she can take the lead in CAP sessions. This she has done 
seamlessly, including covering when Mike lost his voice. We are now able 
to start running simultaneous CAP sessions in Term 6, enabling us to reach 
even more schools. 
CAP Money Awareness continues to teach valuable life skills that many 
teachers have said they ‘wished they had been taught at primary school’.



This year’s Chequer Tree Camp teaching is all about ‘hearing from God’. 
Children will often say to us that God doesn’t answer their prayers, or 
that they talk to Him but He doesn’t talk back. We want to help them to 
understand that hearing from God may not be quite what they expect! 
We will be explaining this through different examples of how people in 
the Bible have heard God speak to them, such as Moses and the burning 
bush, and Elijah’s still small voice. We have built our camp theme around 
this idea of hearing and sound, and will be exploring this in lots of fun and 
crazy ways!

At Chequer Tree Camp we learn, we have fun and we 
spend lots of time together.  At camp we play games that 
are linked to the Bible as well as lots of other games like 
splat and ninja, we also play games where the leaders 
have to do challenges (it normally gets very, very messy)! 
We play games where we can go outside to do missions.  
We can go swimming every day too.  We all get put 
into a team colour and we work together as teams on 
different activities to earn points throughout the week.  

There is a theme for each week and we normally have 
a dress up day with that during the week. There’s a 
tuckshop that sells sweets & chocolate as well as other 
things like coasters, bookmarks and magnets with Bible 
verses on.  We share a dorm with about 8 girls or boys 
in, everyday we have a competition to have the tidiest 
dorm, the winner gets the bear for the next day.

We use Christianity to make it really fun, it isn’t all about 
games.  In Powerhouse we sing songs and learn actions 
for them.  We also get to put things in different buckets: 
things that make us go ‘hmmm’ (these are questions 
about something you’ve learnt or that’s happened in the 
day), things that make us go ‘haha’ (could be your best 
joke), and things that make us go ‘wow’.

Here’s what one of our campers Hannah has to say about Chequer Tree:

Spaces still available!
If you would like your child to join us for what is shaping up to be a 

fantastic week of fun games and hearing from God then please get in 
touch! 

bookings at chequertree.org.uk



Moving on
It seems only yesterday I wrote an article for the FT Index expressing my 
excitement at starting my new job as Medway Team Leader for The Family 
Trust. I certainly never imagined that less than a year later I would be 
writing my goodbye article. God’s plans are sometimes a mystery to me! I 
have enjoyed my time at The Family Trust immensely and I have learned 
many valuable lessons. I feel my leaving is less of a goodbye and more 
a change in roles. I have been blessed with the position of Community 
Missioner, working with North Gillingham churches to serve the local 
community. My job will involve community outreach to children, youth 
and families. I see a growing partnership between local churches and The 
Family Trust and it will be an honour to be a part of this growth. When 
a body of believers works together to serve a community, it prevents 
duplicating services and resources and utilises people’s giftings. It’s not 
about who can reach others with the Word first but working in partnership 
with each other to achieve our common goal. I am excited that I will be 
able to work for the local church while maintaining links with The Family 
Trust and the amazing schools work we are involved in. 

As the exam season was nearing, the week of 11th – 17th May 2020 had 
been chosen as a week to focus our prayers for these communities, during 
‘Love our Schools week’. However, the coronavirus pandemic has had 
significant impact on schools bringing uncertainty, despair and confusion 
for staff and pupils alike. This, however, means that our prayers, love and 
support for these communities are needed more than ever.  And as we 
show love to family, neighbours, and those who are vulnerable at this time 
we also want to ‘Love our Schools’.  This is an opportunity for churches 
to work together to serve schools despite it not being in person – face to 
face. We can still pray for the schools, many of which remain open as they 
support children whose parents are key workers. 
And please join in by praying for schools. You may want to use the 
following prayer and encourage others to also use it. 

Loving Father, Thank You
For all who are part of our school. Please grant them Your encouragement, 

wisdom and peace.

Strengthen teachers
with heavy workloads. May they be firm yet patient, expecting excellence but forgiving 
mistakes. May they support their students, playing to strengths, helping with struggles 

and motivating them to do their best. 

Comfort and restore
those living under shadows of unhappiness, abuse, pain or fear. May many find faith, 

discovering their identity in You and knowing Your amazing grace in their lives.

Please pour out Your blessings 
upon our whole school community. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Fundraising
We are so thankful for everyone who gets involved with our work, 
whether it’s through prayer, volunteering or donating. Thanks to you, we 
reach over 45,000 children every year nurturing their spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural wellbeing and inspiring them to explore the Christian 
faith. 
Our schools workers might not be out and about right now in the usual 
way, but we are still committed to supporting children and teaching 
staff during this time. Our teams are busy making a variety of resources 
digitally available for families and they are on the phones engaging 
with schools to find out how we can best respond to their current and 
changing needs as they remain open to key worker families. We are also 
looking to the future, planning new activities and themes for the coming 
academic year and designing fun games and adventures for Chequer Tree 
Camp. 
Obviously all individual and group fundraising events have been cancelled 
but there are two easy ways you can still contribute to our work (see 
below) We are grateful for any support you can give.

You can continue to help donate to The Family Trust by shopping online, 
which is on the increase during the COVID-19 lockdown. And it won’t cost 
you a penny. Sign up at smile.amazon.co.uk and giveasyoulive.com 
to register with various online retailers. 

Alternatively, if you would prefer to make a direct donation, you can do 
so online via our website, by filling out the form on the back page or by 
posting a cheque made payable to The Family Trust. 
Help us be there for children when they go back to school – they will 
want our fun, interactive and thought-provoking activities! 

Be generous, and you will be prosperous. Help others, and you will be helped. 
Proverbs 11:25

Please join us in praying for:
• Decisions concerning the Team Leader role for Medway. 
• Thank God for the blessing of the Easter Show and the schools we 

were able to deliver it in. 
• The team and their families during the coming weeks.
• Our schools as they discern and plan the best ways to support 

students and staff in unusual circumstances.
• The Chequer Tree Camp Core Team as they seek God’s will for this 

year’s camp.

Prayer Points



    

Name of your bank

Bank address

Please pay The Family Trust

4 0 5 2 4 0
Sort Code      Account Number

0 0 0 1 8 6 2 4
The sum of (in numbers) The sum of (in words)

On the
D D M M Y Y

Each
Day      Month      Year

Until further notice and debit my account accordingly.
Name of account to be debited

Sort Code      Account Number

Signature Date

Your Name

Your Address

Tick to boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every 
£1 you donate.
       I want to gift aid my donation and any donations I make in the future or have           
       made in the past 4 years to The Family Trust. I am a UK taxpayer and 
understand that if I pay less income tax and/or capital gains tax than the amount of 
Gift Aid on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any 
difference.

The work of The Family Trust is only possible with the support of yourselves. If you would like to 
donate regularly please fill in our standing order mandate and return it to us by post. (4 Buckland 
Road, Maidstone, ME16 0SL) Alternatively you can donate online.

admin@familytrust.org.uk

familytrust.org.uk
castmaidstone.org.uk
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